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The  first  sections  of  the  report  deal  with  the  entranceways  to  Apex.   These 
streets  and  highways  are  travelled  daily  by  more  people,  residents  and  visitors  alike, 
than  any  other  thoroughfares  in  Apex.   Improvements  here  will  be  immediately  noticed 
by  the  motorists  using  these  thoroughfares  and  will  result  in  an  improved  town  image. 

Other  sections  of  the  report  concentrate  on  specific  appearance  problems  or  pro- 
blem areas  in  town  that  exert  a  large  influence  on  the  general  town  appearance 
because  of  the  widespread  nature  of  the  problem  or  the  importance  of  the  location  of 
the  problem.   Here,  subjects  such  as  the  removal  of  abandoned  cars,  ugly  and  im- 
properly built  parking  facilities,  and  unmaintained  railroad  rights-of-way  aie 
discussed  . 

It  is  realized  that  there  are  appearance  problems  in  Apex  of  a  scale  of  less 
than  commu ni t y- wi d e  importance.   However,  it  is  felt  that  this  report  should  be 
directed  toward  those  projects  which  will  have  a  community-wide  impact.   It  is  hoped 
that  implementation  of  the  projects  suggested  in  this  report  will  inspire  small 
neighborhood  groups  and  individual  homeowners  to  attack  their  appearance  problems  too. 


If  you  had  a  visitor  who  had  never  visited  your  home,  what  route  would  you 
select  in  driving  him  there  the  first  time?   There  would  likely  be  several  alterna- 
tive routes,  some  of  which  would  be  more  attractive  than  others.   Most  people  would 
choose  the  most  attractive  of  the  alternative  routes  in  order  to  give  the  visitor  the 
best  possible  first  impression  of  his  home,  his  neighborhood,  and  his  town.   Undesir- 
able aspects  of  the  neighborhood  and  town  would  be  revealed  later  with  the  knowledge 
that  the  visitor's  overall  opinion  of  the  town  and  neighborhood  would  be  a  better  one 
if  his  first  impression  had  been  good. 

Because  first  impressions  are  important,  the  entranceways  to  Apex  have  been 
selected  as  the  first  items  of  community  appearance  to  be  examined.   Such  an  examina- 
tion leads  to  the  question  of  how  first  impressions  of  a  town  are  formed.   Most 
visitors  first  see  Apex  from  automobiles  and  probably  form  their  first  opinion  of  the 
town  by  what  they  see  along  the  major  thoroughfares  entering  town.   Since  visitors, 
and  residents,  are  exposed  to  the  views  along  the  major  thoroughfares  more  often, 
these  entranceways  to  town  exert  a  major  influence  in  the  overall  appearance  of  the 
town. 

In  order  to  determine  what  a  visitor  to  Apex  would  see  upon  entering  town, 
several  trips  were  made  through  town  along  the  major  highways.   Four  highways  were 
determined  to  be  the  most  important  entranceways  to  Apex  because  of  their  high 
traffic  volumes  and  the  nature  of  through  traffic  which  they  carry.   These  highways 
are  Old  U.  S.  1  (Salem  Street)  from  the  north  and  south  and  N.  C.  55  (Williams  Street) 
from  the  east  and  west. 

In  Apex's  case,  the  presence  of  two  major  highways  bypassing  the  town  on  the 
north  (U.  S.  64)  and  on  the  east  (new  U.  S„  1)  also  affect  the  visitor's  first  im- 
pression.  Generally,  these  two  highways  are  limited  access  thoroughfares  in  the 
proximity  of  Apex.   They  are  built  in  relatively  unspoiled,  rural  areas  and  are  well 
maintained.   Many  Apex  visitors  travel  to  the  town  by  way  of  these  limited  access 


routes  and  while  they  are  on  these  highways  there  is  very  little  that  detracts  from 
the  view.   It  is  when  the  visitor  leaves  these  through  highways  that  he  becomes  aware 
of  entering  the  town  and  as  often  as  not  it  is  the  objectionable  aspects  of  urban 
development  which  create  this  awareness.   Because  these  two  major  bypasses  are  gener- 
ally attractive  highways,  the  visitor  to  town  has  a  convenient  immediate  yardstick 
with  which  to  judge  the  entranceways  to  the  town.   How  attractive  they  are  in  com- 
parison to  the  major  bypasses  may  determine  the  visitor's  first  impression  of  Apex. 

Along  each  of  the  four  major  entranceways  notes  were  made  of  the  most  prominent 
sites,  the  appearance  of  these  sites,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  entire  en- 
tranceway.   Particular  attention  was  given  to  buildings  or  sites  with  conspicuous 
locations  such  as  at  the  top  of  a  hill  or  in  the  curve  of  the  road.   Because  they  are 
so  prominent,  key  locations  such  as  these  influence  overall  appearance  to  a  much 
greater  degree  than  their  area  or  size  would  indicate-   An  automobile  driver  must 
watch  the  road  much  of  the  time-   When  objects  along  the  road  are  noticed  it  is 
likely  to  be  because  they  stand  out  from  the  surrounding  view-   A  building  or  object 
which  occupies  an  elevated  site  stands  out  and  is  visible  for  a  longer  period  of  time. 
A  structure  in  the  curve  of  a  road  is  likely  to  stand  out  because  it  is  directly  ahead 
of  the  automobile  and  is  viewed  for  a  long  period  of  time  as  the  automobile  approaches 
the  curve.   At  least  one  sector  of  society  is  already  aware  of  the  value  of  these  key 
locations;  billboard  and  outdoor  advertising  firms  have  preempted  many  of  these  key 
visual  locations  for  their  purposes. 

Speed  is  another  factor  in  determining  what  and  how  much  the  motorist  will  see 
as  he  drives  through  town.   In  the  open  country  approaching  town  the  automobile 
travels  relatively  fast-   Only  the  most  prominent  objects  and  structures  are  noted-. 
As  the  motorist  nears  the  town,  the  automobile's  speed  is  reduced  and  there  is  time 
to  notice  things  in  more  detail  before  they  are  passed- 

The  following  pages  examine  each  entranceway  in  terms  of  its  first  impression 
on  a  visitor. 


ENTRANCE  FROM  THE  NORTH  (OLD  U. 


From  the  U.  S,  64  Bypass  area  north  of 
Apex,  Old  U.  S.  1  makes  a  wide  arc  curving 
to  the  east.   Most  of  the  land  here  is  farm- 
land.  Large  residential  lots  with  older 
homes  for  the  most  part  border  the  road  on 
each  side.   The  sweeping  curve  to  the  east 
tends  to  draw  the  motorist's  attention  to 
the  buildings  and  landscape  on  the  outside 
or  western  side  of  the  highway,  thus  making 
any  object  on  this  side  more  prominent  and 
noticeable.   A  small  commercial  structure 
built  of  unpainted  cement  block  and  covered 
with  numerous  signs  immediately  attracts 
attention.   Most  of  these  signs  advertise  a 
bottle  drink  rather  than  the  radio-TV  repair 
shops  inside.   The  bare  dirt  parking  area  in 
front  of  the  building  contributes  to  a 
generally  unattractive  appearance. 

Continuing  past  the  curve,  the  road 
straightens  out  for  a  considerable  distance. 
Older  homes  are  observed  on  the  left  and 
fields,  woods,  and  homes  on  the  right. 


In  the  distance  directly  ahead,  a 
canopy  of  trees  shields  the  motorist's  view 
of  the  road.   As  the  area  is  approached,  an 
oil  company's  sign  becomes  visible  and  a 
service  station-grocery  store  comes  into 
view.   More  signs  are  observed  and  as  the 
motorist  enters  the  tree  lined  section  of 
road  the  visual  clutter  surrounding  the 
commercial  area  is  apparent. 

Past  the  service  station,  the  road 
straightens  out  again  and  is  parallel  to 
the  railroad  on  the  left.   Unpainted  ware- 
houses can  be  seen  between  the  railroad 
and  the  highway  ahead.   The  woods  on  the 
right  screen  buildings  on  that  side  of  the 
road.   Overhead  utility  lines  are  very 
noticeable  on  this  segment  of  the  road. 
Directly  in  front,  the  road  curves  to  the 
right  and  a  home  can  be  observed  in  the 
curve.   Near  the  warehouses,  the  raw 
shoulders  of  the  railroad  right-of-way  are 
more  noticeable,  but  there  has  been  a 
recent  attempt  to  screen  this  view  of  the 
railroad  tracks  by  planting  shrubbery  on 
the  right-of-way  between  the  highway  and 
the  r ai  Iroad  . 
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Past  the  curve  one  is  aware  of  being  in 
town  for  the  first  time.   The  street  is  wider 
and  there  are  curbs  and  gutters  on  each  side 
of  the  street.   Trees  overhead  screen  the 
utility  wires,  but  immediately  ahead  used 
auto  lots  with  their  signs  and  banners  flying 
announce  the  beginning  of  the  business  dis- 
trict. 

The  walls  of  the  first  commercial 
buildings  observed  from  this  entrance  are 
notable  for  their  lack  of  paint.   One  bright 
hued  soft  drink  sign  painted  high  on  a 
building  is  the  chief  exception.   Above  the 
first  buildings  of  the  business  district,  an 
elevated  water  storage  tank  stands  out.   On 
top  of  this  landmark  is  a  weathered  Christmas 
decoration  beaming  a  belated  Christmas  wish 
in  the  July  sun.   Once  past  the  used  auto 
lots,  the  road  bears  to  the  right  slightly 
and  downhill  the  entire  business  district  on 
Salem  Street  can  be  seen.    In  the  downtown, 
the  absence  of  overhead  wiring  is  noticed. 
However,  the  stark,  paint  thirsty  buildings 
seera  to  dominate  above  the  newly  constructed 
canopies.   The  clash  of  brightly  colored 
signs  and  banners  observed  on  the  auto  lots 
is  less  noticeable  here. 
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VISUAL    SKETCH   OF 
NORTHERN    ENTRANCE 


PROJECTS     FOR 
IMPROVEMENT 


-_____-  KEY  VISUAL  AREAS 

Location  of  Radio-TV-Shoe  Shop 

Location  of  Gas  Station-Grocer 

Location  of  Warehouses 

Location  of  Used  Car  Lots 


IMPROVEMENT  PROJECTS  FOR 
NORTHERN  ENTRANCE  WAY 
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Projects  For  Improving  the  Old  U.  S-  1  Entrance  From  the  North 

One  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  entering  Apex  from  the  north  is  driving 
through  the  area  just  north  of  the  town  limits  where  there  are  old  homes  and  large 
trees  on  each  side  of  the  road.   These  trees  should  be  protected  in  the  future  and 
efforts  made  to  extend  them  to  other  areas  along  the  entranceway.    Property  owners 
along  each  side  of  the  highway  from  the  U.  S.  64  Bypass  to  town  should  be  encouraged  to 
plant  trees  along  the  edge  of  the  roadway.   This  could  be  done  along  the  edges  of  pas- 
tures which  flank  much  of  the  highway  on  the  west  side  and  in  yards  on  the  east  side. 

Groups  interested  in  community  appearance  might  invite  the  owners  of  businesses 
along  the  northern  entranceway,  as  well  as  the  other  entrances,  to  a  meeting  to  point 
out  the  advantages  of  remodeling  and  painting  their  buildings^   The  effect  of  excessive 
product  advertising  in  the  form  of  signs  and  banners  could  also  be  discussed.   In  many 
cases  these  advertisements  posted  and  nailed  to  commercial  buildings  are  the  results 
of  months  and  years  of  accumulation.   Many  businesses  are  unaware  of  the  cumulative 
effect  of  all  these  signs  and  would  be  willing  to  remove  some  of  them  if  attention 
were  called  to  the  problem.   Particular  emphasis  should  be  given  to  pointing  out  the 
need  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  radio-TV  and  shoe  shop  as  well  as  the  grocery 
store-service  station  mentioned  earlier  in  this  section.   These  buildings  occupy  pro- 
minent sites  along  the  entrance  to  Apex  and  their  improvement  could  substantially 
upgrade  the  entire  entranceway. 

Just  outside  the  town  limits  the  railroad  and  highway  right-of-way  are  parallel 
and  adjoin  each  other.   There  have  already  been  efforts  made  to  landscape  parts  of 
this  right-of-way  between  the  highway  and  railroad  near  the  edge  of  town.    This  effort 
should  be  continued  and  expanded  northward  from  the  town  limits-   Also  in  this  area, 
there  are  several  metal  warehouses  which  could  be  greatly  improved  by  painting  and  re- 
moving soft  drink  signs  which  advertise  products  that  obviously  are  not  sold  within 
the  buildi  ngs . 


There  are  several  key  sites  along  the  entranceway  from  the  north  which  merit 
particular  attention  when  plans  are  made  to  develop  or  redevelop  them    The  entire 
we<5t  side  of  Old  U   S.  1  from  the  U~  S.  64  underpass  forms  a  series  of  prominent 
sites.   When  developers  submit  proposals  for  the  development  or  subdivision  of  this 
land,  the  Planning  Board  should  discuss  the  effect  of  the  proposed  development  with 
the  dev/eloper-   The  Plann-ing  Board  should  request  the  Building  Inspector  to  alert 
them  to  all  requests  for  building  permits  or  certificates  of  zoning  compliance  alonj 
this  and  other  entrances  to  town-   This  is  necessary  because  not  all  development  re- 
quires subdivision  of  land  and  many  projects  might  otherwise  not  come  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Planning  Board, 


ENTRANCE  FROM  THE  SOUTH  (OLD  U.  S.  1) 


The  motorist  passes  through  rolling 
farms  and  woodland  entering  Apex  from  the 
south.   The  highway  is  built  parallel  to 
the  railroad  for  much  of  the  way.   Further 
from  town,  the  railroad  and  the  highway 
are  separated  by  woods,  but  as  the  road 
nears  town  the  two  rights-of-way  are  closer 
together  and  there  are  fewer  and  fewer 
trees  between  them.   Bare  earth  and  gravel 
are  common  and  uncut  weeds  are  the  most 
common  vegetation  in  the  right-of-way. 

As  the  highway  and  the  railroad  make  a 
long  sweeping  curve  to  the  east,  the  first 
evidence  of  town  becomes  apparent.   A  few 
homes  are  seen  on  the  left.   For  the  most 
part,  they  are  in  poor  condition.   The  most 
prominent  landmark  here  is  the  Apex  Con- 
solidated School  which  is  located  across 
the  railroad  tracks  and  directly  in  front 
of  the  approaching  automobile  until  the 
highway  curves  to  the  left  and  becomes 
Salem  Street  in  town.   Although  the  school 
building  itself  is  not  unattractive,  the 


landscape  between  the  highway  and  the 
school  is  so  lacking  in  maintenance  the 
effect  of  a  larger  building  in  a  prominent 
location  is  lost.   The  road  has  been  rela- 
tively level  until  the  curve  is  reached; 
here  it  descends  quickly  a-nd  the  highway 
and  railroad  separate-   While  descending 
the  hill,  the  motorist  encounters  built  up 
areas  of  town  for  the  first  time.   For  the 
next  two  blocks,  development  consists  of 
mixed  land  uses  such  as  deteriorating 
homes  and  commercial  buildings. 

In  the  midst  of  this  deteriorating 
residential  area  there  is  a  small  dilapi- 
dated business  district.   Rundown  commer- 
cial buildings  housing  small  grocery 
stores,  gas  stations,  pool  rooms,  and 
cafes  face  the  highway  from  both  the  east 
and  the  west  near  the  intersection  of 
Salem  Street  and  Tingen  Road.   Apparently 
the  only  maintenance  these  buildings  have 
received  in  many  years  has  been  just 
enough  to  prevent  the  walls,  ceilings,  and 
floors  from  completely  falling  in. 

There  are  a  few  exceptions  to  the 
overall  slum  appearance.   Several  nice 


homes  are  seen  and  two  large  church 
located  in  the  area.   However,  the 
sence  of  badly  rundown  housing  and 
businesses  dominates  the  view.   Th i 
continues  until  the  intersection  of 
Street  and  N,  C.  55  is  reached.   Tw 
vice  stations  on  the  north  side  of 
55  signal  a  change  in  land  use. 

Once  past  the  intersection,  th 
ascends  a  gently  sloping  hill  until 
reaches  the  Baptist  Church  near  the 
of  Salem  and  West  Chatham  Streets, 
section  of  Salem  Street  between  N, 
and  the  business  district  is  basica 
residential  in  nature.  Older,  gene 
well  maintained  homes  face  the  stre 
each  side.  The  street  itself  is  wi 
Sidewalks,  curb  and  gutter,  and  som 
trees  add  to  the  area  immeasurably, 
commercial  uses  are  moving  into  the 
but  their  well  kept  grounds  and  bui 
do  not  detract  from  the  overall  nea 
appearance.  At  the  Baptist  Church 
reaches  a  slight  crest  and  from  thi 
tage  point  most  of  the  business  dis 
Salem  Street  can  be  seen  below : 
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VISUAL    SKETCH    OF 
SOUTHERN    ENTRANCE 


PROJECTS     FOR 
IMPROVEMENT 


'S 


-_^rr  KEY  VISUAL  AREAS 

1.  Badly  Maintained  Highway  - 
Railroad  Right-of-Way 

2.  Apex  Consolidated  School 

3.  Slum  Commercial  Area 

4.  Slum  Residential  Area 

5.  Williams  Street  Intersection 

6.  Central  Business  District 


IMPROVEMENT  PROJECTS  FOR 
SOUTHERN  ENTRANCE  WAY 


^    A.  Landscape  right-of-way  between 
highway  &  railroad 

B.  Remove  or  repair  deteriorating  houses 

C.  Clean  up  slum  commercial  area 

D.  Install  street  improvements  such  as 
curb,  gutter,  sidewalks,  &  street  trees 

E.  Clean  up  slum  residential  area 


F.  Landscape  rear  of  Apex 
Consolidated  School 


Projects  For  Improving  the  Old  U.  S.  1  Entrance  From  the  South 

There  are  two  major  appearance  problems  concerning  the  approach  to  Apex  from 
the  south.   One  concerns  the  highway  and  railroad  which  dominate  the  entranceway  out- 
side town.   The  lack  of  maintenance  given  these  two  thoroughfares  does  much  to  de- 
tract from  the  countryside  south  of  town.   By  cleaning  up  the  railroad  and  highway 
rights-of-way  and  planting  grass  and  shrubs  to  cover  the  eroded  clay  banks  of  the 
highway  and  railroad  rights-of-way,  the  area  would  be  much  more  attractive-   In 
places  several  miles  from  town  these  rights-of-way  are  wooded-   For  the  last  mile  or 
so  before  reaching  town,  the  rights-of-way  have  little  growing  on  them  except  small 
bushes  and  weeds.   Sufficient  space  is  available  between  the  highway  and  the  rail- 
road to  plant  several  rows  of  attractive  native  trees.   They  would  help  create  an 
orderly  entrance  to  town  and  screen  the  unattractive  railroad  tracks  from  viewo 

The  second  problem  area  on  the  southern  entrance  to  Apex  is  the  first  two  blocks 
of  town.   The  development  here  consists  almost  entirely  of  slum  residential  and  com- 
mercial buildings.   This  blighted  area  is  the  first  part  of  town  the  motorist  sees 
when  entering  from  the  south.   The  most  practical  first  step  in  improving  this  area 
would  be  to  work  on  the  street  right-of-way.   By  widening  U,  S,  1  and  installing 
curbs,  gutters  and  sidewalks,  the  town  could  do  much  to  clean  up  the  visual  disorder 
of  this  section  of  the  road.   After  these  physical  improvements  have  been  constructed, 
street  trees  could  be  planted  between  the  curbs  and  sidewalks  to  help  screen  some  of 
the  unattractive  buildings  from  view.   The  problem  of  unattractive  buildings  along 
the  road  is  more  difficult  to  deal  with  because  they  are  privately  owned.   However, 
the  town  could  sponsor  a  clean-up  program  in  the  area  and  intensify  its  efforts  to- 
ward trash  and  garbage  collection  here.   Stricter  enforcement  of  codes  regulating 
housing,  sanitary  conditions,  and  vacant  lot  maintenance  would  make  the  area  safer 
and  more  attractive  also.   Many  of  the  buildings,  particularly  the  commercial 
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buildings,  are  in  such  poor  condicion  they  should  be  torn  down  rather  than  repaired. 
One  way  of  improving  the  appearance  of  the  area  and  removing  some  of  the  worst 
buildings  would  be  to  locate  future  public  housing  on  some  of  these  sites.   With  an 
active  program  of  improvements  such  as  street  widening,  installation  of  curbs  and 
gutters,  and  sidewalks,  condemnation  of  dilapidated  buildings,  active  clean-up  pro- 
grams, and  intensive  d  r  i  v^e  s  for  garbage  and  rubbish  removal,  the  area  could  even- 
tually be  made  a  decent  and  attractive  place  to  live  and  to  drive  through. 

In  addition  to  the  existing  problem  areas  discussed  above,  some  attention 
should  be  given  to  the  unused  potential  of  the  Apex  Consolidated  School  site- 
Presently,  the  school  faces  another  road  and  most  of  the  buildings  are  oriented  so 
that  only  the  rear  of  the  school  is  seen  from  U.  S.  1.   Comment  has  already  been 
made  on  the  need  for  improving  the  highway  and  railroad  right-of-way  at  the  rear  of 
the  school  facing  U.  S,  1.   This  is  a  project  which  should  begin  soon  and  when  com- 
pleted will  add  much  to  the  area-   However,  the  potential  of  the  rear  section  of  the 
school  site  should  not  be  overlooked  when  future  buildings  are  needed  at  the 
facility.   An  attractive  building  facing  south  toward  U.  S-  1  would  provide  an  en- 
tirely new,  and  much  improved,  first  impression  of  Apex. 


ENTRANCE  FROM  THE  EAST  (N.  C.  55) 


N.  C.  55  and  new  U,  S.  1  Bypass  for 
a  major  intersection  southeast  of  Apex. 
Surrounding  the  intersection  on  three 
sides  are  new  service  stations.   The  sta 
tions  are  neat  and  clean  for  the  most  pa 
However,  an  excessive  number  of  signs  de 
tract  from  the  overall  appearance.   The 
road  toward  Apex  is  uphill  most  of  the  w 
from  the  intersection  to  the  town  limits 
A  few  hundred  yards  from  the  intersectio 
the  road  passes  through  a  cut  in  the  hil 
side.   The  bare  shoulders  and  banks  of  t 
road  cut  reveals  red  clay  on  each  side  o 
the  road.   Woods  occupy  the  land  on  the 
right  side  of  the  road  and  as  the  motori 
nears  town  the  land  is  used  more  for  pas 
tures  and  fields. 

A  cluttered  r es t aur a n t- s e r vi c e 
station  can  be  seen  on  the  left  about  ha 
way  to  town  from  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n c  From 
here  the  road  continues  uphill  and  curve 
to  the  left  blocking  further  view=  Thre 
objects  are  very  conspicuous  between  the 


service  station  and  the  top  of  the  hill. 
The  first  is  a  dilapidated  residence  on 
the  right.   The  second  object  is  a  group 
of  billboards  about  halfway  up  the  hill  on 
the  right.   Finally,  the  road  makes  a  deep 
cut  through  the  top  of  the^hill  revealing 
bare  clay  road  shoulders  and  at  the  top  of 
the  hill  on  the  right,  a  dilapidated  barn 
is  situated  dangerously  close  to  the  road 
cut.   In  fact,  erosion  has  removed  the 
dirt  from  under  one  of  the  building's 
foundations . 

From  the  crest  of  this  hill  the  road 
curves  to  the  left  for  several  hundred 
yards  until  it  is  adjacent  to  the  Apex 
School.    On  the  right  past  the  crest  of 
the  hill  there  is  highway  commercial 
development  consisting  of  a  car  wash,  a 
service  station,  a  drive-in  restaurant, 
and  other  businesses.   The  many  signs, 
randomly  parked  autos,  and  the  lack  of 
separation  between  streets,  driveways,  and 
parking  areas  creates  a  highly  disorderly 
appearance.   Across  the  road  on  the  left 
two  large  commercial  buildings  surrounded 
by  oily  gravel  yards  present  a  bleak 
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alternative  view  to  the  highway  commercial 
area  on  the  right. 

Beyond  the  commercial  area  the  campus 
of  the  Apex  School  is  located  prominently 
on  the  outside  of  the  curve.   The  abundance 
of  trees,  green  lawns,  and  other  vegetation 
is  a  welcome  relief  from  the  area  just 
passed  . 

West  of  the  school  the  motorist  no- 
tices residences  on  the  left  side  of  the 
road  and  a  supermarket  on  the  right.   The 
area  between  the  supermarket  and  the  rail- 
road underpass  is  at  best  mediocre  in 
appearance.   On  the  right  an  abandoned 
open-air  market  complete  with  all  its  old 
signs  is  the  only  building  between  Hughes 
Street  and  the  underpass-.   The  railroad 
right-of-way  and  the  vacant  lots  between 
the  right-of-way  and  the  building  are 
grown  up  with  weeds.   At  the  moderate 
speeds  traveled  on  this  section  of  Williams 
Street  all  these  neglected  properties  are 
painfully  apparent-   In  the  future  this 
area  should  be  a  desirable  one  for  many 
uses  that  would  improve  the  appearance  of 
the  entranceway.   At  present,  the  existing 
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open-air  market  should  be  removed  or  at 
least  cleaned  up  and  old  advertisement 
should  be  painted  out.   Weeds  on  the 
adjacent  vacant  properties  should  be  cut 
and  the  accumulated  litter  removed. 

Driving  through  the  -underpass  the 
road  ascends  uphill  to  the  intersection  of 
N«  C.  55  and  Salem  Street.   Commercial 
development  occupies  three  corners  of  the 
intersection  and  a  dilapidated  house  is 
located  on  the  fourth  corner.   Two  of  the 
commercial  sites  on  the  right  are  occupied 
by  service  stations.   On  the  left  there  is 
a  residence  and  a  small  grocery  store. 


VISUAL    SKETCH   OF 
EASTERN     ENTRANCE 


PROJECTS     FOR 
IMPROVEMENT 


Jlr: KEY  VISUAL  AREAS 

1.  U.S.  1  Intersection 

2.  Service  Station  -  Cafe 

3.  Dilapidated  Barn 

4.  Highway  -  Commercial  Are; 

5.  School 

6.  Open  Air  Market 

7.  Railroad  Underpass 


IMPROVEMENT  PROJECTS  FOR 
EASTERN  ENTRANCE  WAY 


Remove  signs,  improve  entrances 
exits  &  parking  at  gas  station  - 
cafe. 


Remove  billboards 
barn  . 


ind  dilapidat( 


Improve  highway  commercial  park- 
ing, reduce  access  points,  remo\ 
excess  signs,  paint  buildings, 
etc  . 

Clean  up  right-of-way  between 
highway  and  football  field. 

Remove  open-air  market  building, 

Clean  up  railroad  underpass  are£ 


Projects  For  Improving  the  N.  C.  55  Entrance  From  the  East 

Probably  the  greatest  percentage  of  motorists  entering  Apex  from  the  east  turn 
onto  N.  C.  55  from  U.  S,  1.   The  transition  of  leaving  a  well  kept  four  lane  highway 
and  entering  a  two  lane  highway  with  road  shoulders  eroded  in  places  is  pronounced. 
At  the  intersection  of  N.  C.  55  and  U.  S.  la  group  of  three  service  stations  have 
been  built  to  serve  traffic  on  the  two  highways.   All  these  stations  are  relatively 
new  and  above  average  in  appearance.   They  are  generally  neat  and  clean  and  there 
has  been  some  effort  made  at  landscaping  their  grounds.   For  this  they  should  be 
commended  and  encouraged  to  do  more.   There  is  also  room  for  improvement  at  all  the 
stations  in  the  removal  of  unneeded  "product"  signs. 

From  the  intersection  toward  town  the  countryside  is  mostly  undeveloped,  con- 
sisting of  open  fields  and  some  woodland.   About  halfway,  there  is  a  service  station- 
restaurant  on  the  left.   This  business  could  do  much  to  improve  its  appearance  by 
providing  an  orderly  parking  arrangement  for  its  customers,  removal  of  the  many  un- 
necessary signs,  and  by  marking  the  entrance  and  exits  to  the  highway  in  a  clearer 
manne  r . 

Continuing  up  the  hill  into  town  there  are  two  key  sites  which  should  be  pro- 
tected from  undesirable  development.   The  land  at  the  top  of  the  hill  before  entering 
town  can  be  seen  for  a  great  distance  as  one  approaches  Apex  from  the  east.   These 
presently  undeveloped  sites  can  do  much  to  improve  or  damage  the  entire  approach  to 
town  depending  on  how  they  are  used  in  the  future.   As  the  site  of  a  fine  building 
these  locations  would  help  tremendously  in  creating  a  good  impression  of  the  town. 

Down  the  hill  from  these  sites  there  is  a  great  deal  of  disorderly  commercial 
development.   The  disorderly  parking  arrangement  in  the  area,  the  presence  of  signs 
almost  everywhere  the  motorist  looks,  and  the  lack  of  good  housekeeping  on  the  part 
of  some  businesses  contributes  to  this  disorderly  appearance.   Lack  of  needed  street 


improvements  is  at  least  as  important  as  the  lack  of  private  effort  in  creating  this 
ugly  commercial  area.   Proper  curb  and  gutter  could  give  the  area  a  more  orderly 
arrangement  by  designating  entrances  and  exits  to  the  highway  from  businesses  and 
streets.   There  is  an  excellent  opportunity  here  for  the  town  and  private  business 
together  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  town  and  the  shopping  area,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  make  the  highway  safer.   Sufficient  space  exists  in  front  of  these 
businesses  to  provide  a  common  parking  area.   A  traffic  island  arrangement  complete 
with  landscaping  and  perhaps  a  pedestrian  walk  could  be  used  to  separate  the  highway 
from  the  parking  area.   One  or  two  entrances  and  exits  to  the  common  parking  area 
would  be  sufficient  to  serve  all  the  present  businesses  rather  than  having  indivi- 
dual curb  cuts  for  each  business  or  no  marked  entrances  and  exits  as  exists  now^ 
By  providing  these  street  and  parking  improvements  together  with  the  elimination  of 
unnecessary  signs  in  the  area,  this  highway  commercial  area  could  be  an  asset  rather 
than  a  liability  to  the  appearance  of  the  eastern  entranceway  to  Apex. 

The  next  major  landmark  on  entering  Apex  is  the  Apex  School  and  its  athletic 
fields  and  campus.   For  the  most  part  the  campus  and  buildings  are  a  definite  asset 
to  the  area.   One  major  deficiency  was  noted  which  could  be  easily  remedied-   The 
right-of-way  strip  between  the  highway  and  the  school  football  field  is  in  need  of 
maintenance.   Simply  cleaning  out  this  bushy  unattractive  road  right-of-way  would 
greatly  enhance  this  section  of  the  entrance. 

Past  the  school  there  is  a  supermarket  with  a  large  paved  parking  lot  adjoining 
the  highway.   The  entire  grounds  are  neat  and  clean  but  could  be  greatly  improved  in 
appearance  by  the  addition  of  some  landscaping  to  break  up  the  expanse  of  concrete 
and  asphalt.   This  could  be  done  by  adding  shrubbery  around  the  edge  of  the  parking 
lot  and  planting  street  trees  on  the  front. 


An  abandoned  open-air  market  on  the  corner  of  N.  C.  55  and  Hughes  Street  is 
probably  one  of  the  most  unattractive  areas  on  this  section  of  the  road.   Although 
it  is  now  vacant,  all  the  signs  and  accumulated  equipment  remain  on  the  lot.   The 
lot  itself  is  in  a  prominent  location  and  its  future  use  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered in  relation  to  the  appearance  of  the  town.   At  this  point  the  highway  under- 
passes the  railroad.   A  general  cle'anup  of  the  underpass  and  the  railroad  embankment 
is  needed.   The  underpass  structure  is  quite  old  and  would  profit  considerably  from 
a  coat  of  paint  of  a  muted  green  or  similar  color. 

Beyond  the  underpass,  N.  C.  55  intersects  with  Salem  Street.   Recommendations 
for  specific  improvements  to  this  intersection  will  be  made  in  a  later  section.   One 
other  generalized  recommendation  should  be  made  concerning  the  entrance  from  the 
east.   In  the  two  or  three  blocks  immediately  east  of  the  Salem  Street-N.  C.  55  in- 
tersection there  are  several  vacant  houses  in  deteriorating  condition.   Some  of 
these  are  in  such  a  bad  state  of  repair  they  should  be  condemned.   Others  could  be 
renovated  and  put  back  into  use.   Special  emphasis  should  be  given  to  encouraging 
the  owners  of  these  homes  to  repair  their  property  and  return  it  to  an  acceptable 
state  of  appearance.   As  a  very  minimum  the  town  should  adopt  and  enforce  an  ordin- 
ance requiring  weeds  to  be  cut  and  vacant  lots  kept  in  a  safe  condition. 


ENTRANCE  FROM  THE  WEST  (N.  C.  55) 


N.  C.  55  west  of  Apex  carries  the 
motorist  through  heavily  wooded  and  rolling 
terrain  almost  to  the  town  limits.   The 
road  is  straight  for  over  a  mile  before 
reaching  the  town  but  little  if  any  urban 
development  is  visible  to  the  motorist 
even  from  the  tops  of  hills  before  reaching 
the  curve  at  the  edge  of  town. 

Hunter  and  Chatham  Streets  intersect 
with  N,  C.  55  at  this  point  and  the  inter- 
section offers  several  prime  sites  for  the 
location  of  an  attractive  building  or 
structure.   Almost  anything  that  is  built 
on  the  east  side  of  the  intersection  will 
be  highly  visible  to  the  approaching 
motorist.   An  attractive  building  here 
would  do  much  to  create  a  favorable  im- 
pression of  the  town  with  an  approaching 
motorist.   At  the  same  time,  an  unattrac- 
tive structure  here  would  create  a  bad 
first  impr e  s  s  i  o  n • 

Presently,  these  sites  are  undeveloped 
and  the  intersection  itself  presents  a 
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littered  and  unattractive  appearance. 
Across  the  intersection,  on  the  south  side 
of  No  C-  55,  an  attractive  brick  building 
with  landscaped  grounds  presentes  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  ugly  intersection, 

Down  the  hill  from  the  intersection 
the  road  returns  to  a  wooded  area  for  a 
short  distance.   A  large,  ugly  excavated 
hillside  is  the  major  detracting  factor 
along  this  stretch  of  highway.   At  the 
bottom  of  the  hill  there  is  a  restaurant 
on  the  right  side  of  the  road.   Only  a 
large  soft  drink  sign  and  the  unpaved  sec- 
tions of  the  entrance  to  the  restaurant 
mar  the  generally  attractive  buildings  and 
grounds . 

Up  the  hill  from  the  restaurant  the 
road  curves  slightly  to  the  left  and  the 
view  includes  the  Apex  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany's well  landscaped  grounds  and  plant. 
From  here  to  the  intersection  with  Old 
U,  S.  1  (Salem  Street)  the  highway  is  up- 
hill and  straight-   Just  past  the  Apex 
Manufacturing  Company  plant  there  is  an- 
other bare  excavation  or  clay  pit. 
Arriving  at  the  intersection  of  N.  C-  55 
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and  Salem  Street,  gasoline  service  stations 
and  a  grocery  store  dominate  the  viewer's 
field  of  vision.   Crittenden's  Grocery 
across  the  intersection  on  the  right  is  a 
perfect  example  of  excessive  product 
advertising.    Its  bright  soft  drink  signs 
which  almost  cover  the  building  scream  to 
the  passerby  to  "fresh  up"  and  "enjoy  that 
refreshing  feeling".   A  deteriorating 
residential  structure  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  intersection  adds  the  final 
unattractive  touch  to  what  is  probably  the 
busiest  intersection  in  Apex. 


"^^,KEY    VISUAL    AREAS 


VISUAL    SKETCH   OF 
WESTERN      ENTRANCE 


PROJECTS     FOR 
IMPROVEMENT 


1.  N.C.  55  -  Hunter  Street  Intersection. 

2.  Clay  Pit. 

3.  Clay  Pit  (east  of  Apex  Mfg.  Co.) 

4.  N.C.  55  -  Salem  Street  Intersection. 


IMPROVEMENT  PROJECTS  FOR 
WESTERN  ENTRANCE  WAY 

A.  Curb,  gutter,  install  traffic  islands 
at  N.C.  55  -  Hunter  Street  Intersecti< 

B.  1.  Screen  and  replant  clay  pits. 

2.  Plant  road  right-of-way  with  grass. 

C.  Landscape  excavated  area  east  of 
Apex  Mfg.  Co. 

D.  Acquire  and  landscape  the  strip  of 
land  between  N.  C.  55  and  Hardwood 
Street. 

E.  Remove  dilapidated  residential 
dwelling  and  grocery  store  at  Salem 
Street  Intersection;  remove  sign  and 
clean  up  service  station  north  of 
intersection. 

F.  Remove  rubble  from  vacant  lot  west  of 
Salem  Street  Intersection. 


Projects  For  Improving  the  N.  C.  55  Entrance  From  the  West 

Entering  Apex  from  the  west  on  N.  C.  55  is  probably  the  most  attractive  route 
into  town.   Much  of  the  land  on  each  side  of  the  highway  is  forested.   However,  even 
here  there  are  areas  which  could  be  improved  considerably. 

In  order  to  protect  the  wooded  character  of  this  entrance,  developers  should  be 
encouraged  to  leave  wooded  buffer  strips  between  the  highway  and  developments 
fronting  on  the  highway.   In  the  case  of  residential  subdivisions,  this  could  be 
done  in  a  way  similar  to  the  Knowllwood  Subdivision  on  U,  S,  64  north  of  town= 

The  area  in  greatest  need  for  immediate  attention  is  the  Hunter  Street-N.  C.  55 
intersection.  This  intersection  presently  is  inadequate  from  a  traffic  standpoint 
and  ugly  from  an  appearance  standpoint.  The  town  should  encourage  the  State  Highway 
Commission  to  determine  if  the  present  road  alignments  are  to  be  permanent,  and  if 
so,  to  curb,  gutter,  and  install  traffic  islands  to  route  traffic  through  the  inter- 
section without  leaving  the  roadway  as  is  now  done.  Once  this  is  done  the  intersec- 
tion should  be  completely  landscaped. 

A  long  term  consideration  to  be  kept  in  mind  at  this  location  concerns  the  type 
of  development  which  will  eventually  locate  on  the  sites  surrounding  the  intersec- 
tion.  All  of  these  sites  and  particularly  the  land  between  Hunter  Street  and  N.  C. 
55  will  be  highly  visible  to  traffic  entering  town.   Every  effort  should  be  made  to 
see  that  development  here  is  outstanding.   The  existing  buildings  in  the  area,  the 
Apex  Funeral  Home  and  the  hospital  just  north  of  the  highway,  together  with  prominent 
sites  atop  a  hill  entering  town  require  that  future  development  here  should  equal  the 
existing  quality  of  development.   If  this  is  done,  the  first  impression  of  a  motorist 
approaching  town  from  the  west  will  surely  be  a  good  one= 

Downhill  from  this  intersection  a  large  excavated  clay  pit  is  evident  on  the 
south  side  of  the  highway.   Steps  should  be  made  to  screen  this  area  from  the  view  of 
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the  motoring  public.   A  strip  of  thick  pine  trees  or  other  vegetation  could  be 
planted  for  the  entire  distance  of  the  clay  pit  to  accomplish  this  goal.   Later, 
when  the  pit  is  no  longer  used,  it  should  be  entirely  replanted. 

Further  east  past  Apex  Manufacturing  Company  there  is  a  similar  area  excavated. 
This  area  is  opposite  the  town  cemetery  on  the  south  side  of  N.  C.  55.   The  entire 
tract  of  land  is  very  narrow  and  pa-rallels  N.  C.  55  for  three  blocks  between  Upchurch 
Street  and  Salem  Street.   Due  to  the  narrow  nature  of  the  tract  between  N.  C.  55  and 
Hardwood  Street,  it  may  be  feasible  for  the  town  to  acquire  the  entire  strip  to  be 
used  as  a  green  belt  along  N.  C.  55.   As  the  cemetery  is  located  across  N.  C.  55  on 
the  north  side,  both  sides  of  the  highway  would  then  be  available  to  the  public  for 
extensive  landscaping  projects.   Later,  the  town  might  build  a  small  roadside  park 
or  rest  area  along  this  strip. 

In  conclusion  to  the  recommendations  in  this  section,  special  consideration 
should  be  given  to  several  prominent  sites  which  may  eventually  be  developed  along 
this  entranceway.   The  first  of  these  concerns  the  hilltop  at  the  entrance  to  the 
town  dump  and  Little  League  Park.   At  present,  only  some  rundown  tobacco  barns  are 
evident  from  the  road  at  this  point.   The  prominence  of  these  hilltop  sites  would 
make  any  building  constructed  here  a  landmark  for  the  entire  entranceway.   There- 
fore, there  should  be  particular  concern  to  see  that  these  sites  are  developed  in 
the  most  desirable  fashion. 

The  second  such  series  of  prominent  sites  is  located  between  Spain's  Restaurant 
and  the  Apex  Manufacturing  Company.   Because  of  the  hilly  terrain  in  this  area  all 
roadside  development  on  either  side  of  the  road  will  be  particularly  conspicuous  and, 
again,  care  should  be  given  to  insure  that  future  development  will  not  spoil  the 
existing  natural  beauty  of  the  area. 


APEX'S     FRONT    DOOR; 


U.  S.  64  is  one  of  the  two  major 
highways  bypassing  Apex.   It  parallels  the 
old  municipal  limits  approximately  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  town  in  an  east- 
west  direction.   Because  it  intersects  with 
U.  S.  1  northeast  of  town,  U.  S.  64  will 
very  likely  become  the  main  thoroughfare  to 
Raleigh  from  parts  of  Apex.   The  recent 
annexation  of  the  Knowllwood  Subdivision 
also  signals  that  this  area  of  Apex  will 
soon  be  developing  at  a  faster  rate  than 
in  the  past.   These  two  factors  indicate 
that  U.  S.  64  may  soon  become  Apex's  front 
door  to  the  Raleigh  area. 

The  overall  appearance  of  the  highway 
is  presently  excellent.   There  is  very 
little  development  fronting  on  the  highway 
and  the  N.  C.  State  Highway  Commission 
maintains  the  right-of-way  in  excellent 
fashion. 

Travelling  from  east  to  west  on  U,  S. 
64  from  the  intersection  with  new  U,  S.  1, 
the  intersection  itself  is  the  first  major 


landmark,   A  wide,  well  kept  highway  and 
right-of-way  presents  itself  to  the 
motorist  leaving  U.  S.  1.   The  countryside 
is  almost  entirely  wooded  for  the  distance 
between  the  intersection  and  the  front  en- 
trance to  MacGregor  Downs,  the  next  m'ajor 
landmar  k . 

There  are  several  minor  intersections 
with  rural  roads  along  this  part  of  the 
highway  but  little  urban  development 
adjoins  the  highway.   The  next  major  de- 
velopment on  the  highway  is  the  Knowllwood 
Subdivision  located  south  of  U.  S.  64  just 
west  of  Laura  Duncan  Road.   Fortunately, 
the  developers  of  this  residential  area 
are  leaving  an  adequate  green  belt  between 
the  right-of-way  of  U.  S.  64  and  the  de- 
velopment.  Thus,  the  wooded  appearance  of 
the  roadway  has  remained  intact  even  along 
this  segment  of  the  highway.. 

The  only  major  marring  view  from  the 
entire  segment  of  highway  under  discussion 
occurs  near  the  highway  overpass  of  the 
Durham  and  Southern  Railroad,   Past  this 
overpass  the  roadway  ascends  to  the  upper 
level  of  the  elevated  intersection  with 


Old  U,  S.  1.   From  this  section  of  ele- 
vated highway  a  large  lumber  yard  can  be 
seen  to  the  south.   Screening  this  view 
will  alleviate  some  of  the  objectionable 
aspects  of  the  lumber  yard;  however,  the 
motorist's  position  on  the  elevated  road- 
way is  likely  to  make  effective  screening 
of  the  lumber  yard  difficult^ 

In  relation  to  the  entire  effort  to 
improve  Apex's  community  appearance,  the 
U.  S.  64  area  should  be  considered  care- 
fully.  So  far,  developments  such  as 
MacGregor  Downs  and  Knowllwood  have  done 
an  excellent  job  of  transforming  rural 
land  into  urban  land  without  detracting 
from  the  appearance  of  the  roadway.   The 
present  practice  of  facing  lots  onto  in- 
terior streets  rather  than  having  them 
face  the  highway  has  done  much  to  preserve 
the  appearance  of  the  highway  and  also  to 
provide  a  safer  and  more  desirable  place 
to  live.   In  order  to  insure  future  de- 
velopment follows  this  pattern,  the  Apex 
Subdivision  Regulations  should  require 
that  lots  face  interior  streets  rather 
than  major  thoroughfares- 
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Otner  Appearance  Considerations 


DRAINAGE  AREAS 

Many  small  drainage  streams  flow 
through  Apex.   In  some  neighborhoods  pro- 
perty owners  have  turned  these  normally 
grown-up,  bushy  areas  into  park-like  show- 
pieces.  The  photographs  on  this  page  show 
a  typically  unmaintained  ditch  as  well  as 
some  examples  of  comparable  ditches  after 
landscaping.   Obviously,  a  drainage  area 
does  not  have  to  be  a  jungle  or  under- 
growth.  They  can  be  the  highlight  of  a 
neighborhood. 

Because  of  its  location  at  the  high- 
est elevation  in  the  immediate  area,  most 
drainage  systems  serving  Apex  have  their 
source  in  town  and  flow  outward  in  every 
direction.   Consequently,  few  are  very 
large  , 

In  the  present  developed  area,  the 
drainage  basins  are  probably  too  small  to 
be  used  for  even  ribbon  parks  or  nature 
trails.   However,  northeast  and  northwest 
of  town,  the  drainage  streams  may  lend 
themselves  to  park  uses.   Developers  should 
be  made  aware  of  the  hazards  and  the  possi- 
bilities of  development  along  flood  basins- 
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RAILROADS 

Two  railroads,  the  Durham  and  Southern 
Railroad  and  the  Seaboard  Coast  Line  Rail- 
road, serve  Apex.   The  intersection  of 
these  railroads,  their  tracks  and  rights- 
of-way  provide  some  of  the  most  unattrac- 
tive areas  in  Apex,   On  both  the  northern 
and  southern  entrances  to  town  along  U.  S. 
1  the  railroad  and  highway  are  parallel 
and  the  unsightly  railroad  rights-of-way 
are  a  detriment  to  the  entrance  in  each 
case.   In  town  the  railroad  tracks  and 
adjacent  property  are  often  found  grown  up 
with  weeds  and  are  collectors  of  trash  and 
debris  of  all  kinds. 

In  several  areas  local  groups  have 
made  attempts  at  cleaning  up  sections  of 
the  railroad  rights-of-way  and  planting 
grass  and  shrubs  to  buffer  the  railroad 
from  adjoining  uses  and  traffic.   This 
work  should  be  continued  and  all  sections 
of  the  railroads  visible  to  passing 
traffic  should  be  cleaned  up  and  land- 
scaped.  As  much  vegetation  as  safely 
possible  should  be  planted  along  these 


railroad  rights-of-way  in  order  to  screen 
them  from  view.   Areas  adjacent  to  the 
business  district  and  from  the  business 
district  to  the  Williams  Street  overpass 
should  receive  first  attention  in  town. 
Outside  town,  the  areas  of  parallel  high- 
way and  railroad  should  receive  attention. 
Southern  Pines  is  a  good  example  of  a  town 
which  has  effectively  screened  most  of  its 
exposed  railroad  rights-of-way  from  the 
public  view.   Nearer  to  Apex,  Fu quay- Var ina 
has  made  considerable  progress  toward  land- 
scaping its  railroad  rights-of-way. 
Through  cooperation  between  the  railroads, 
the  town,  and  town  groups  willing  to  work 
on  such  a  clean-up  and  improvement  pro- 
gram. Apex  could  considerably  improve  the 
appearance  of  its  railroad  areas. 
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JUNK  AUTOMOBILES 

Junk,  automobiles  are  an  appearance 
problem  and  a  public  safety  hazard.   Be 
cause  these  vehicles  have  relatively  li 
value  and  are  difficult  to  transport  to 
junk  yard  or  a  scrap  metal  dealer,  they 
often  left  where  they  cease  operating. 
This  usually  turns  out  to  be  the  back  y 
of  someone's  residence,  business,  or  a 
vacant  lot.   Usable  parts  are  soon  remo 
and  the  remaining  metal  shell  becomes  a 
unmovable  eyesore  and  sometimes  the 
breeding  ground  for  rats  and  insects, 
many  cases  the  owner  of  the  vehicle  or 
property  would  like  to  be  rid  of  the 
dangerous  rusting  eyesore  but  because  t 
tires  and  wheels  are  often  the  first  it 
to  be  removed,  the  remaining  frame  is 
difficult  and  costly  to  move. 


Suggested  Actiion 

Since  manpower  and  equipment  are  two 
of  the  biggest  problems  in  moving  junk 
automobiles  out  of  residential  and  commer- 
cial areas,  a  civic  club  might  be  the  most 
appropriate  agency  to  organize  and  carry 
out  a  junk  automobile  removal  program. 
The  club  itself  could  volunteer  to  furnish 
workers  for  the  necessary  time  required  to 
move  the  vehicles.   Local  garages  would 
probably  be  willing  to  loan  wreckers  and 
other  equipment  needed  to  do  the  work,   A 
newspaper  story  and  a  house  to  house  survey 
prior  to  the  assigned  day  could  help  lo- 
cate owners  of  vehicles  who  wanted  them 
moved.   Finally,  on  the  prearranged  day 
the  vehicles  could  be  collected  and  moved 
to  the  town  dump  or  to  a  scrap  metal 
dealer. 


PARKING  LOTS 

Automobiles  are  a  necessary  part  of 
life  today.   Parking  spaces  for  them  are 
just  as  necessary.   The  real  question  is 
what  are  parking  lots  to  look  like.   Are 
they  to  be  a  disorderly  open  area  of 
asphalt  or  even  unpaved?   They  do  not  have 
to  be.   They  can  be  attractive,  integral 
parts  of  the  businesses  or  industries  they 
serve.   They  can  be  paved,  curbed,  land- 
scaped and  otherwise  improved  so  that  they 
are  not  just  bare  asphalt  or  dirt  expanses. 

The  cost  of  grading  and  asphalt 
paving,  approximately  $2.50  per  square 
yard,  is  probably  less  than  most  business- 
men realize.   Certainly,  a  paved  and  land- 
scaped parking  facility  is  worth  much  to  a 
business  in  added  customer  convenience  as 
well  as  in  improving  appearance. 

Most  businesses  today  realize  the 
need  for  providing  an  adequate  amount  of 
parking  and  do  so  when  developing  property 
which  will  need  parking  facilities.   How- 
ever, only  a  few  new  lots  reflect  a  con- 
cern for  making  parking  facilities 
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attractive  as  well  as  adequate  in  size. 

In  Apex  there  are  several  examples  of 
parking  lots  which  show  a  concern  for 
appearance;   There  are  also  many  which 
have  had  no  thought  given  to  anything 
except  providing  a  space  for  unused*auto- 
mobiles.   The  best  of  the  parking  lots  in 
Apex  have  provided  proper  pavement,  curbs, 
marked  spaces,  traffic  islands,  and  land- 
scaping to  break  up  the  barren  expanse  of 
asphalt.   Only  a  little  additional  time 
and  expense  is  required  to  provide  proper 
improvements  and  amenities.   Autos  and  the 
need  for  parking  them  are  not  likely  to 
disappear  in  the  near  future;  there  is 
little  reason  for  building  parking  lot 
eyesores  which  will  be  around  to  spoil  the 
environment  for  the  foreseeable  future. 


Advertising  in  general  and  signs  in 
particular  have  a  definite  place  in  our 
society.   They  can  be  informative  and 
attractive.   However,  just  like  anything 
else  there  can  be  too  many  signs;  they  can 
be  put  in  the  wrong  places;  they  can  be  too 
bright  in  their  colors  and  too  loud  with 
their  message.   When  this  happens  they  be- 
come distasteful  to  the  viewer.   In  Apex 
there  are  examples  of  signs  used  both  ways. 
It  should  not  be  difficult  for  the  reader 
to  distinguish  which  are  which  in  the 
accompanying  photographs. 

From  appearances,  many  owners  of 
businesses  where  unattractive  signs  are 
found  have  added  or  allowed  to  be  added 
sign  after  sign  until  the  situation  has 
gotten  out  of  hand.   Probably  the  owner 
never  really  meant  for  signs  to  multiply 
on  his  premises  as  they  have-   Because  of 
the  slow  sign  by  sign  accumulation  over  a 
long  period  of  time,  the  owner  is  not 
really  aware  of  how  unattractive  his  place 
of  business  has  become-   Stricter  enforce- 


ment  of  the  existing  sign  ordinance  would 
undoubtedly  remedy  many  problems  associ- 
ated with  the  improper  use  of  signs. 
Where  possible,  however,  persuasion  and 
education  of  persons  with  offensive  signs 
would  be  desirable.   Where  this  does  not 
succeed,  the  sign  ordinance  should  be  used 
to  protect  adjoining  property  owners  and 
the  general  public  from  improper  signs- 

A  brief  examination  of  the  examples 
of  signs  on  these  pages  hopefully  will  en- 
courage each  business  owner  or  operator  to 
consider  whether  his  signs  create  the 
effect  he  wants  or  whether  he  has  allowed 
too  many  signs  to  create  a  disorderly 
jungle  of  conflicting  messages. 


VACANT  LOTS 

Vacant  lots  often  present  problems  in 
residential  or  commercial  areas  because  of 
inadequate  maintenance.   If  they  are  not 
mowed  regularly,  weeds  and  bushes  grow  up 
and  the  lot  becomes  a  neighborhood  eye- 
sore.  When  this  happens,  trash  and  debris 
quickly  accumulate  and  the  lot  soon  will 
look  like  a  neighborhood  dump. 

In  order  to  correct  this  situation 
and  prevent  it  from  happening  in  the 
future,  the  town  should  require  owners  of 
vacant  lots  to  keep  them  mowed  and  free  of 
unsightly  trash.   Where  this  is  not  done 
after  proper  notification,  the  town  should 
clean  up  the  lot  and  mow  it  periodically. 
The  cost  of  this  work  should  be  charged  to 
the  property  owner. 

In  some  cases  it  might  be  practical 
for  the  town  to  offer  to  keep  a  vacant  lot 
mowed  and  maintained  in  exchange  for  the 
owner  allowing  it  to  be  used  as  a  neigh- 
borhood playground  until  he  is  ready  to 
develop  it. 


TREES  AND  SHRUBS 

Trees  and  shrubbery  planting  programs 
are  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  of 
working  toward  an  effective  appearance  or 
b eau t i f ic a t ion  program.   Growing  things  in 
the  midst  of  a  developed  urban  area  pro- 
vide a  softening  influence  on  the  harst 
manmade  brick,  concrete  and  asphalt  f orms ^ 
Individuals  and  businesses  must  be  counted 
on  to  provide  most  tree  and  shrubbery 
planting  on  private  property.   However, 
the  town  government  together  with  civic 
clubs  have  the  responsibility  of  properly 
planting  public  areas  such  as  street  right- 
of-way,  parks  and  municipal  buildings. 
The  town  can  also  encourage  private  owners 
to  plant  trees  and  shrubbery  on  private 
property  by  setting  aside  special  "weeks" 
for  community  tree  planting.   One  North 
Carolina  town,  Ayden,  has  found  that  by 
collecting  unwanted  shrubbery  cuttings 
from  private  yards  it  has  been  able  to 
start  a  municipal  nursery  from  which  trans- 
planted trees  and  shrubs  may  be  used  all 
o  ver  t  own  , 
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MEMORIAL  PARK 


In  Memorial  Park,  Apex  has  an  opportunity  to  develop  a  facili 
appearance  it  will  become  a  community  landmarkc  Although  the  area 
an  unattractive  one  at  present,  there  is  much  room  for  improvement 
facilities  offered  but  in  the  appearance  of  the  park^  The  potenti 
the  park  site  is  particularly  enhanced  by  the  residential  and  inst 
uses  which  surround  the  site.  The  park  could  become  an  attractive 
the  entire  neighborhood.  Because  of  the  park's  proximity  to  the  a 
and  the  former  armory  site,  there  is  an  unusually  large  area  which 
coordinate  and  enhance  efforts  made  at  improving  the  park  site  its 

In  order  to  make  the  park  and  surrounding  areas  as  attractive 
adequate  public  improvements  should  be  installed^  Sidewalks  are  a 
area  where  large  numbers  of  children  are  expected  to  be  walking  an 
should  be  installed  around  the  entire  park  and  conrected  with  side 
Street,  Decorative  forms  of  concrete,  brick,  or  other  type  sidewa 
used  to  carry  out  an  architectural  theme  compatible  with  the  pack 
tion  to  pedestrian  walks  around  the  border  of  the  pdrk,  there  shou 
built  throughout  the  park  connecting  the  various  activity  areas. 

Substantial  amounts  of  automobile  parking  spaces  have  to  be  p 
park  in  order  to  accommodate  visitors  using  the  swimming  pool-   Al 
should  be  properly  paved  ^nd  have  entrances,  exits,  and  parking  sp 
High  shrubs  and  trees  should  be  planted  around  each  area  in  order 
the  remainder  of  the  park. 
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Because  of  the  limited  size  of  the  park  it  is  felt  that  trees  and  shrubbery 
should  be  used  primarily  to  screen  the  various  activity  areas  in  the  park  from  each 
other.   This  would  simply  extend  the  existing  situation  found  in  the  playground  area 
where  the  playground  is  simply  an  opening  in  a  wooded  area.   Additional  plantings 
could  create  the  same  atmosphere  of  intimacy  at  the  swimming  pool  and  the  other 
activity  areas  as  is  now  found  in  t^e  playground.   The  other  activity  areas  would 
continue  to  include  facilities  for  sports  like  tennis,  horseshoes,  badminton,  and 
perhaps  a  picnic  area. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  the  streets  adjacent  and  leading  to  the  park  should 
be  widened  where  necessary  and  planted  with  street  trees.   This  would  improve  the 
general  neighborhood  appearance  and  help  to  visually  tie  together  the  park,  the 
cemetery,  and  the  town  maintenance  area  as  one  open  space. 

The  Apex  Planning  Board  has  noted  that  many  Federal  Government  grants  are 
available  for  urban  beau t i f ic a t io n  and  the  development  of  recreation  land,  park  land, 
and  playgrounds.   The  Board  recommends  that  these  sources  be  considered  in  future 
beaut  if icat ion  and  park  improvement  projects. 


A    WORD    ABOUT    DOWNTOWN    APEX 


In  1966  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  downtown  Apex 

In  the  visual  appearance  of  the 


completed.   Since  that 


time  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  improvement      _^^ __ 

Apex  central  business  district.   Many  of  the  unnecessary  signs  have  been  removed 
from  store  fronts  and  the  store  fronts  themselves  have  been  improved  by  renovation 
and  the  adoption  of  pleasing  color  schemes.   A  unified  canopy  plan  has  been  imple- 
mented in  much  of  the  downtown  area  including  the  Town  Hall.   All  of  these  accomplish- 
ments  have  contributed  to  make  downtown  Apex  a  better  and  more  attractive  place  in 
which  to  work  and  shop. 

A  few  photographs  on  the  following  pages  from  the  1966  C.B.D.  IMPROVEMENT  PLAN 
and  some  taken  in  1968  emphasize  the  amount  of  work  that  has  been  completed.   These 
photographs  also  emphasize  that  much  work  remains  before  downtown  Apex  can  achieve 
the  potential  outlined  for  it  in  the  1966  study.   Achievement  of  this  goal  will 
require  a  long  period  of  time,  but  with  work  and  patience  it  is  obvious  that  this 
goal  can  be  realized. 

The  Apex  Central  Business  District  Improvement  Plan  placed  much  emphasis  on 

ceas  behind  the  businesses  on  Salem  Street,   These  backlot  areas 


redeveloping  t  h 


look  very  much  today  like  pictures  of  the  areas  did  when  the  study  was  completed 


Some 


The  rear  entrances  to  these  Salem  Street  businesses  are  still  dirty  and  ugly 
stores  have  made  some  improvements  in  handling  trash  and  garbage.   Others  still 
leave  empty  drink  bottles,  storage  crates,  and  trash  in  open  view.   Immediate 
efforts  by  the  town  and  merchants  groups  should  be  made  to  have  storage  areas  and 
trash  containers  screened  from  view=   Old  dilapidated  buildings  should  be  either 
torn  down  or  repaired  if  they  are  worth  repairing.   Together,  these  two  areas  on 
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each  side  of  Salem  Street  are  the  central  business  district's  largest  off-street 
parking  lots.   If  they  were  cleaned  up  and  attractive  they  could  be  worth  much  to 
the  businesses  in  the  downtown  area.   As  they  are,  people  would  prefer  not  to  use 
them,  and  many  people  would  undoubtedly  drive  to  another  town  or  shopping  area  rather 
than  park  in  these  dirty,  ugly  backlot  areas. 
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In  addition  to  discussion  of  these  entrance  thoroughfares,  other  appear- 
ance factors  are  considered  in  the  final  section  of  the  study. 
Appearance  topics  such  as  railroads  and  the  appearance  of  railroad  right- 
of-way,  maintenance  of  vacant  lots,  proliferation  of  outdoor  advertising, 
and  the  need  for  green  spaces  are  emphasized  in  this  section. 

Sketches  and  photographs  are  relied  on  primarily  to  assist  the  reader  in 
visually  identifying  the  community's  assets  and  liabilities  and 
associating  specific  objects  and  areas  with  the  problems  of  community 
appear  ance  . 

The  study  suggests  that  solution  to  Apex's  appearance  problems  must  come 
through  cooperation  of  many  public  and  private  groups  in  the  community. 
As  needs  for  improvements  are  identified  in  the  study,  recommendations 
are  made  to  provide  not  only  a  method  to  implement  the  improvement,  but 
also  to  identify  areas  of  responsibility  for  implementation. 


